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Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office

7 March 2022

Mr Tetsuya IGUCHI
Managing Director (Editor-in-Chief, Tokyo)
Nihon Keizai Shimbun

Dear Mr IGUCHI,

| write to set the record straight about an article of your newspaper dated 1 March
2022 attributing the decrease of Hong Kong’s population at the end of the year 2021 to
the enactment of the National Security Law and the city’s stringent COVID-19 control
measures.

Every country has a right, and indeed a duty, to safeguard its own sovereignty
and national security. Western countries such as the United States, the United Kingdom,
Canada, Australia and New Zealand, etc. have all enacted laws to safeguard their
respective national security, and established relevant decision-making and enforcement
bodies. The National Security Law enacted in Hong Kong in June 2020 seeks to restore
stability after a long period of escalating violence, vandalism and emerging advocacy of
“Hong Kong independence” and “self-determination”. Upon implementation of the Law,
order has been restored, advocacy of “Hong Kong independence” has subsided and
people’s lives have returned to normal in Hong Kong.

According to the latest provisional estimates, Hong Kong’s population at end-
2021 amounted to 7 403 100, representing a decrease of 23 600 or 0.3% from 7 426 700
at end-2020. A net outflow of 9 400 people was recorded during this period. The year-
on-year decrease in Hong Kong’s population in 2021, which has in fact narrowed as
compared to 2020 (-1.2%), is predominantly due to a natural decrease (more deaths
than births). The number of births in Hong Kong has been declining over the past five
years, and remains at a low level. In 2016, 60 900 babies were born in Hong Kong,
compared to 43 000 in 2020 and 37 000 last year. Meanwhile, the number of deaths
edged up gradually from 46 900 to 51 200 over the same five-year period, in tandem with
the ageing trend of the population.

The severe interruption of cross-boundary travel caused by the global COVID-19
pandemic may have also prompted some people to delay plans to come to Hong Kong.
It is observed that the inflow of people into Hong Kong, including One-way Permit holders
and those coming to work or study in Hong Kong has remained at a low level. There has
also been a reduction of over 34 000 foreign domestic helpers in Hong Kong during the
same period due to the epidemic situations in their home countries and restrictions on
international travel and local movement.

In recent months, the Omicron mutant strain has been rampant globally and the
number of new cases carrying Omicron is at a high stake. Same as other overseas
economies, the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government (HKSARG) has
taken prompt actions against this wave of epidemic and adopted stringent measures to
curb its outbreak. Hong Kong has been strictly implementing the strategy of “preventing

Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office Building
30-1 Sanban-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0075, JAPAN
Tel:(03)3556-8980 Fax:(03)3556-8968

71020075 HEMATFRHR=ZFIT30%F 15 FEEHEHARTC Y



the importation of cases and the spread of the virus in the community” and endeavouring
to contain the virus by a multi-pronged approach so as to achieve “early identification,
early isolation and early treatment” of the infected, with a view to safeguarding the lives
and health of Hong Kong people.

Being an international city, Hong Kong’s population has always been mobile. In
most of the past 10 years, net outflows of Hong Kong residents, other than One-way
Permit holders, were recorded. Besides monitoring the short-term population changes,
the HKSARG is also keenly aware of the long-term growth and development of the city’s
population. It is encouraging that the 2021 Population Census shows that the
educational level of our population has generally improved. Of the population aged 15
and over, the proportion having attended post-secondary education increased from 27%
in 2011 to 35% in 2021. Hong Kong'’s universities also continue to compete with the best
in the world: four local universities are ranked in the World Top 100 in the Times Higher
Education World University Rankings 2022' amongst which three of them are also
named among the World Top 10 most international universities in the same survey.

In recent years, the government has been implementing new initiatives to raise
the quality of our workforce and maintain Hong Kong’s competitiveness and
attractiveness to talent from all over the world. We have dedicated talent admission
schemes to attract skilled individuals and entrepreneurs as well as technology talents to
live and work in Hong Kong. We have also drawn up a Talent List to attract global talent
coming from a total of 13 professions. Hong Kong’s close proximity and links with the
Mainland including the fast-emerging Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area
also provides the city with immense opportunities.

While we are committed to fighting the pandemic as an overriding mission at
present, we also strive to enhance the long term prospects of the city which would remain
to be a vibrant and attractive metropolitan for the 215 century.

Yours sincerely,

(Thomas Wu)
Principal Representative (Acting)
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office (Tokyo)

1 According to the survey, the rankings of the four universities in Hong Kong are-

The University of Hong Kong (HKU) (30""); The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK)
(49™); The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) (66"); and the
Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU) (91%). Three of them are named among the
World Top 10 most international universities in the same survey, i.e. HKU (1%Y), HKUST
(39 and CUHK (9t").
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