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Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office

29 December 2021

Mr Nobuyoshi SAKAJIRI
The Asahi Shimbun Company

Dear Mr SAKAJIRI,

| write to set the record straight regarding the Legislative Council (LegCo)
election of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR), which was
held successfully on 19 December after the improvement to the electoral system
in March this year.

In recent years, the radical and violent elements attempted to hijack the
political process in Hong Kong, seriously disrupt the vital work of our legislature,
advocate independence and sow chaos in society. The improvement to the
electoral system ensures that members of the LegCo love the country and Hong
Kong, and act in the interests of the country’s development and the long-term
prosperity and stability of Hong Kong. It has strengthened rather than
undermining the principle of “One country, Two systems” in Hong Kong as clearly
stipulated in the Basic Law.

In the LegCo election held on 19 December, a total of 153 candidates
contended for 90 seats, making it the first time without uncontested seats in the
election. The elected legislators come from different backgrounds and from
across the political spectrum, demonstrating the broad representation and
political inclusiveness of the improved electoral system. They have been
returned by the Election Committee constituency, functional constituencies and
geographical constituencies through direct elections. By balancing the overall
interests of Hong Kong, the interests of different sectors and districts, the election
ensures balanced participation. The open, fair, and healthy competition among
candidates also reflected the fairness and competitiveness of the new electoral
system.

On 20 December, the State Council Information Office published the white
paper on “Hong Kong: Democratic Progress Under the Framework of One
Country, Two Systems”, which gives a detailed and systematic historical account
of Hong Kong’s democratic development. The white paper points out that there
was no democracy whatsoever in Hong Kong under British colonial rule; while on
the contrary, the Central Government has been supporting democratic
development in the HKSAR in accordance with the relevant provisions of the
Basic Law since Hong Kong's return to the Motherland.

As mentioned in the white paper, there is no “one size fits all” in the
development of democracy, nor a single superior model. The HKSAR is an
inalienable part of the People’s Republic of China, and the democratic
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development of the HKSAR must conform to the constitutional order as enshrined
in the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China and the Basic Law and
adhere to the principle of “One Country, Two Systems”, while taking account of
the actual situation of Hong Kong. In fact, the Basic Law has stipulated the key
elements of the HKSAR’s democratic system, its principles and the way forward,
as well as the ultimate goal of “dual universal suffrage” for the Chief Executive
and the Legislative Council.

Please refer to the link (http://en.people.cn/n3/2021/1220/c90000-9935103.html) for
further details of the white paper.

The HKSAR Government is confident that the smooth formation of the
seventh-term LegCo can effectively enhance the governance efficiency of the
HKSAR and open a new chapter on good administration and governance. Hong
Kong will continue to be a free and open city underpinned by the rule of law.

Yours sincerely,
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(Thomas Wu)
Principal Representative (Acting)
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office (Tokyo)
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